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Private Harry (Henry) Woodward
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British Sandpits Cemetery
[image: ]Harry was born in 1891and grew up at Navarino Cottage on Grecian Terrace in Liverpool. This was the location of the family bakery, which adjoined the cottage on St. Domingo Road and was located directly opposite St. George’s Church. 

Like most of the family, after finishing school Harry went to work as a shop assistant in the family business before later finding employment as a tram conductor. 

Whilst living at Grecian Terrace, Harry met his future wife Florence McLachlan. Florence lived around the corner at 28 Albion Street.Harry clowning around with a doyley on his head, along with Flo and her sister Lill (Elizabeth) in August 1912



[image: IMG_0002b]On December 3rd, 1913 Harry and Florence married at St. George’s Church before moving to 45 Gosford Street in Liverpool. 

Not long after the outbreak of war their first child Henry Woodward was born on September 24th 1914. 

On December 8th 1915 Harry enlisted for service in the war and joined the 23rd Cheshire Regiment. He remained on the home front during 1916 and first half of 1917.

On May 2nd 1917, their second child Doris was born.The Wedding of Harry and Flo in December 1913. Presumably R. J. Woodward is sat to the left of Harry on the front row and their father James is stood behind 

Harry was mobilised on June 22nd 1917 and was assigned to the 1/4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry (KSLI) Battalion (63rd Division), to reinforce their numbers following their return from the Far East. 

Upon their return the Battalion was deployed straight to the Western Front in July 1917. 
[image: ]
Although his service record has not survived, looking at the service record for other NCOs who transferred to the 1/4th KSLI from the Cheshire’s during this period, Harry most likely embarked for France to join the battalion on April 3rd 1918. Officially joining with the battalion on the 8th at Camp Gable in Wulverghem.
This correlates with the date that Harry completed his Will which he’d have carried around in his pocket service book (paybook),

The battalion was soon in action on April 11th at Hill 63 as it became involved in the fighting around Messines during the German Spring Offensive and then later moved to the Soissons region in support of French Operations.
Harry's Will

Further engagements include the battles of Bailleul and Aisne.

By June the battalion’s strength had been severely depleted to only 200 men (down from 1,100 men when the battalion arrived in France in July 1917).
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Postcard from Harry to Florence, whilst billeted at Bulmer House, Winterton shortly before his Battalion returned to Bacton in Norfolk



On June 6th 1918 the battalion took part in the capture of Bligny Hill, near Rheims in France. The hill allowed whoever was occupying it control over the valley of the River Ardre, the route chosen by the Germans for their last offensive of the war.
Harry in 1917 in the Uniform of the Cheshire Regiment

[image: D:\WW1 Records Harry Woodward\Harry 1917 (2).jpg]The battalion had experienced heavy shelling throughout the morning including gas shells and the conditions were extremely trying. Word came through that German forces were trying to take the hill. 

The battalion were ordered to advance through corn fields whilst under fire and explosive shells. The battalion successfully secured the Hill with their bayonets drawn and took up defensive positions in preparation for an enemy counter-attack. 

Unaware that the men of the 1/4th KSLI had successfully taken the Hill, allied artillery continued to bombard their positions and by the end of the day only 60 men were left of the battalion.

For their actions, the battalion was subsequently awarded the French Croix-de-Guerre avec Palme.

[image: View from Bligny Hill towards 4 KSLI start line]View from Bligny Hill towards Chaumuzy : 1/44 KSLI start line marked by horizontal row of trees in middle distance – taken from https://www.shropshireregimentalmuseum.co.uk














In August 1918 the battalion had moved into the line near Bethune in France. On August 10th 1918, the battalion were order to relieve the 8th North Staffordshire Battalion near Locon in the front line.

[image: ]In the book The History of the King’s Shropshire Light Infantry in the Great War 1914-1918 by Major W De B. Wood, he writes “In this sector the comparatively heavy casualties suffered were due to the fact that the front line ran through standing corn which was drenched in gas each night by the enemy”.War Diary for the 1/4th KSLI - August 1918

Tragically during the relief of the 8th North Staffordshire’s, Harry lost his life. He was buried at the Sandpits British Cemetery in Fouquereuil.
[image: ]
[image: ]Harry's grave at the Sandpits Cemetery in Fouquereuil, France. Inscription taken from the Song of Solomon

He was survived his wife Florence and his two children. Florence would continue to live at their home in 45 Gosford Road. Extract from the Liverpool Echo dated August 31st 1918


His brother Stanley (Joseph. S. P. Woodward) would regularly visit her and the children at her home long after the war had ended. 

At the outbreak of the Second World War, Florence went on to volunteer with the Women's Voluntary Service as an Air Raid Precautions Warden. She passed away in 1979.
[image: ]
Harry continues to live on through his grandchildren and is still actively remembered by all his family.








Tribute to Harry left at the Menin Gate during the Great Pilgrimage 90th Anniversary event in 2018
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