Company Sergeant Major Richard James Woodward, MSM
1886-1918
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Richard was born on February 16th, 1886 at 96 Hamilton Road in Liverpool. He was the second child of James and Ellen Woodward and one of eight children.
[image: image1.jpg]


By 1891 the family had moved to Navarino Cottage in Grecian Terrace, Liverpool which was directly opposite St. George’s Church and next to the family bakery on St. Domingo’s street. In July 1899, he was awarded a City of Liverpool Elementary Science Scholarship whilst at St. Saviours School in Everton. 
[image: image2.jpg]


Upon leaving school, Richard didn’t go into the family business and instead found work at the Liverpool Corporation. By the outbreak of war, he was an assistant to the Prosecuting Solicitor.
On September 2nd, 1911 their mother Ellen passed away from Cancer at the Royal Southern Hospital in Liverpool with Richard at her side. Following her death, the family moved to Deyes Lane in Maghull.
Richard enlisted with the 2/6th King’s Liverpool Battalion on December 8th, 1914 and spent the first part of the war stationed on the Home front. The battalion had moved to billets in Cliftonville in March 1915 and became part of the Margate Defences.
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The battalion remained stationed in the South East of England until February 14th, 1917 when they boarded the S.S. Victoria and departed for Boulogne in France. 
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Once on the Western Front, the battalion participated in a number of major engagements including The Second Battle of Passchendaele, The Battle of the Scarpe, The Battle of the Drocourt-Queant Line and The Battle of the Canal du Nor. During this time Richard had steadily risen to the rank of          Company Sergeant Major for ‘C’ Company.
On the evening of September 26th 1918, the battalion had begun preparations to cross the Canal du Nord, near Pronville in France. During the early hours of the 27th, Richard was seriously wounded after receiving a gunshot wound to the head. 
He was returned home to Britain and admitted to the 1st General Hospital Camberwell in London. He was removed from the battalion’s strength on October 11th.
Richard never recovered from his injuries and passed away on October 27th 1918 aged 32.
He was the last of three Woodward brothers to be killed during the war and his funeral was held on October 31st at the Heswall Parish Church. He was laid to rest alongside his mother Ellen.
In the History of the 2/6th (Rifle) Battalion “The King’s Liverpool Regiment” 1914-1919” Captain C. E. Wurtzburg wrote the following:  

"Among the men the loss of Company Sergeant-Major Woodward, of "C" Company, who was wounded in the concentration in front of the Canal du Nord, was the most serious. He was one of the very old members of the battalion who had risen steadily to warrant rank. He was badly wounded and his subsequent death in hospital was universally deplored. Company Quartermaster-Sergeant G. Lee was promoted to fill the vacancy that had occurred” 
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Cooks of the Liverpool Regiment at work in the basin of the Canal near a lock near Moeuvres, 28 September 1918





1st General Hospital Camberwell, London





Liverpool Echo October 30th 1918








